
WSO Devotionals 
Week Six: Thanks 

Hats off to Thanksgiving! It’s the stealth holiday that continues to fly under the 
radar of the retailer’s hype. All that’s left is family, turkey with stuffing, cranberry 
sauce, killer pies, a crackling fire in the fireplace, a little football on TV, and then 
turkey sandwiches and more pie. It doesn’t get much better than this. No wonder 
it’s called Thanksgiving! 

Unless, that is, you don’t have much of a family and turkey dinners only remind 
you of what used to be. Let’s face it; there are a lot of people who feel deeply 
lonely on holidays. If this has been a particularly tough year and you have had 
more than your share of troubles, it’s easy to feel that you’ve been cheated out of 
things to be thankful for. And, believe me—there are a lot who feel this way. 
Widows, the elderly, single parents, soldiers in remote places, the unhealthy, the 
pink-slipped, victims of tragedy—and the list goes on. 

Wherever you go you can find something to complain about.  If we travel, we can 
complain about lumpy beds and crowded airports.  But if we stay home, we can 
complain that we never go anywhere interesting and there’s never anything good 
on television. 

In case you’re thinking, well I'm thankful—that I’m not like them! I have lots to 
be thankful for . . . Think again. In one downstroke, and you could lose 
everything you cherish. Then what? Cancel Thanksgiving? Not if you know what 
you still have to be thankful for. I’m well aware that when we are feeling really 
sorry for ourselves we don’t want anyone to cheer us up. It wrecks the pity party! 

What are you thankful for today? Why are you thankful? How do you 
show thanks? 

The thankful receiver 
bears a plentiful 
harvest. 
-William Blake 



"In everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in 
Christ Jesus." 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 
1.  Thanks-living lets God know you have confidence in Him, no matter how 
deep the problems or how dire the circumstances. Thanks is faith turned inside 
out.               
  
2.  Thanks-living changes your countenance and disposition. Instead of being 
down and discouraged, spreading gloom and despair everywhere you go, you 
begin to radiate the joy of the Lord. The best witnesses for Christ are those who 
are facing life’s trials with a song of thanksgiving on their lips.  
  
3.  Thanks-living opens the door for God to work. God hates it when we 
grumble and gripe... but He loves it when we praise and give thanks. As we 
begin to live a life of thankfulness to God, He begins to work, even through the 
toughest trials and tests of faith. Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into 
prison… and they sang a hymn of praise to the Lord. And when they finished 
singing, the Lord sent a jailhouse rock, and the prison doors were opened. You 
mark it down: God does miracles on our behalf when we choose to thank Him 
and praise Him, even in the deepest, darkest pit. 

Let me challenge you as I challenge myself.  Discipline yourself to give 
thanks in everything.  Thank Him for the mountains… and thank Him 
for the valleys.  He is worthy of all your thanks and praise.  

We've arrived at the best time of the year! The Thanksgiving/Christmas season. I love 
being with family and friends… enjoying great food, and great fellowship. I am so excited 
to have all our new active members in WSO (Go Pledges!). It is amazing how a semester 
can roll by so quickly. I don’t know about you guys, but I still have a lot more to do before 
this semester ends. Being thankful for the time I have has been difficult for me because I 
feel constant pressure from school work and family. Find thanks today as you travel back 

to Lubbock and prepare for your finals. May you fill your day with thanks!


