
WSO Devotionals 
Last Week: Beginnings

New beginnings often feel great. Filled with excitement and relief, we get to leave the 
past behind and enter into a new season with great anticipation, hope and promise, 
with a new vision. Job promotions, weddings and graduations are prominent examples.  

But for some, beginnings can feel treacherous.  Letting go of comfortable, established 
relationships—WSO sisters, family members, homes and jobs—can force us to confront 
anxiety, uncertainty and even fear of the unknown. Take comfort knowing their are 
people who want to support you. 

The beginning of a new semester provides an opportunity to think about our past, and 
our future. As we think back, what brings us joy? And what do we regret? What 
would we like to do differently? 

Isaiah 43:18-19
18 “Forget the things that happened in the past. Do not keep on thinking 
about them.
19 I am about to do something new. It is beginning to happen even now.  
Don’t you see it coming? I am going to make a way for you to go through 
the desert. I will make streams of water in the dry and empty land.

God, through the prophet Isaiah, encouraged Jewish exiles to think about a new 
beginning. (Isa. 43:18). He told them to stop dwelling on their punishment and even on 

“Begin, be bold, 
and venture to 
be wise.” 
― Horace



His display of power through the original exodus from Egypt. He wanted their attention 
to be focused on God who would give them a new beginning by bringing them home 
from Babylon through a new exodus (v.19). 

Even though we may be facing a very tough situation, God tells us that he will “do 
something new”, that he will make a way for us even through the situations in our life 
that can feel like a desert. Even though we feel sadness from past situations or 
mistakes, he asks us not to keep thinking about and dwelling on those things. Instead, 
God wants us to look toward our future with hope, knowing that He is going to do 
something new. Remember this promise the next time you are discouraged. 

With God, new beginnings are possible in our hearts. He can help us to let go of the 
past and start clinging to Him. Relationship with Him provides a new hope for all who 
will trust Him. 

Challenge: 
This summer, make a commitment to read and study the Bible every day. In your life, 
make sure that you begin every day with the Word. As you have difficult decisions to 
make, fill your mind with the Word. Let it provide your standards. The Word will give 
you wisdom, and will help shape your mind and heart, and give you discernment and a 
victorious lifestyle. And it will prepare you to receive more of God’s blessings, today, 
and every day. 

Prayer: 
Father, thank You for being with You in the past. I commit my future to You. Thank You 
that I can begin anew with You. Thank You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The end of a semester leads to a new beginning. With our sisters going alum, new 
actives becoming part of our family, and potential pledges on the rise, we need to 
prepare ourselves for change. Each one of us has a part to play, and we each will 
make a positive impact on a sister’s life if we allow ourselves to turn from the past 

and be an encourager in our sisterhood. Have a great summer! Go WSO!


