
WSO Pledge Devotionals 
Week ONE: Hope 

“Know your own happiness.
Want for nothing but patience —
or give it a more fascinating name:
Call it hope.”

This quote is taken from Sense and Sensibility by 
Jane Austen. Edward Ferrars had been visiting 
the Dashwood ladies at Barton Cottage for a 
week, but the time had come to take his leave. 
He knew he must go, but didn’t want to go at all. 
Mrs. Dashwood was trying her best to 
encourage him, without truly knowing the 
cause of his melancholy mood. 
I love her words! “Know your own happiness. 
Want for nothing but patience — or give it a more 
fascinating name: Call it hope.” 
We all must know our own happiness. 
What truly makes you happy? Do you know? What is the dream in your heart? 
What brings you joy and a deep sense of satisfaction? What is it that you love to 
do, the thing you think about all the time? 
Know your own happiness…and patiently wait for it to come to pass. Never lose 
hope! 

Romans 8:25 (NIV) – But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we 
wait for it patiently. 

Hope is necessary for life, hope with patience will keep us focused on the task at 
hand. A few of Paul's concluding thoughts in the book of Romans seem very 
fitting for today's thoughts, "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit" ( Romans 15:13 ). 

Finding happiness and patience can be difficult when your are dissatisfied with the way something is 
going. When you find yourself struggling to find joy in getting your 25 hours or are anxious about a 

service project, remember what your hope is. Maybe that hope is in becoming a WSO active or maybe 
its something greater. By serving your community you are preparing yourself for your future career 

outside college. Today it is my prayer that you rejoice in the hope to which you were called.


